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An  1986,  the  Habitual  Child  Sex 
Offender  legislation  was  passed  requiring 
any  person  in  Illinois  convicted  of  two  felony 
sex  crimes  against  a  child  to  register  with 
the  Illinois  State  Police.  Several  laws  have 
been  enacted  since  1986.  Presently,  all 
convicted  felony  sex  offenders  in  Illinois  who 
commit  criteria  sex  offenses  against  victims 
of  any  age  are  required  to  register  with  the 
law  enforcement  agency  jurisdiction  in 
which  they  reside.  This  program  is 
retroactive  to  1986. 
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The  Sex  Offender  Registration  and  Child 
Sex  Offender  and  Murderer  Community 
Notification  Program  is  a  multi-agency 
program  which  involves  all  law  enforcement 
agencies,  the  courts,  the  Illinois  Board  of 
Education,  the  Illinois  Department  of 
Children  and  Family  Services,  the  Illinois 
Department  of  Corrections,  schools  and 
licensed  day  care  facilities.  The  Illinois 
State  Police  Intelligence  Bureau  administers 
the  program  and  the  Law  Enforcement 
Agencies  Data  System  (LEADS)  serves  as 
the  repository  for  all  information. 


Information  is  obtained  and  entries  are  made 
into  LEADS  by  local  law  enforcement 
agencies.  The  success  of  the  program  is 
dependent  upon  multiple  agency  coopera¬ 
tion  and  the  accuracy  of  the  information 
provided  by  the  offender  to  the  registering 
agency. 


REGISTRATION 

There  are  two  parts  to  registration: 

Part  1 

NOTIFICATION 


Probation: 

Offenders  are  notified  by  the  probation 
officers  throughout  Illinois  upon  conviction. 

Incarceration: 

Offenders  are  notified  just  prior  to  parole, 
release,  or  discharge  by  the  Illinois 
Department  of  Corrections,  hospitals  and/or 
mental  facilities. 

Retroactive  Offenders: 

Any  law  enforcement  agency  can  notify. 

Out  of  State  Offenders: 

Any  law  enforcement  agency  can  notify. 

Information  on  notified  sex  offenders  is 
entered  by  the  notifying  agency  into  the 
Illinois  State  Police  LEADS  at  terminals 
normally  used  by  them  for  LEADS  entries. 
LEADS  allows  officers  in  the  field  to  receive 
information  regarding  the  status  of  any 
offender  in  their  areas  at  any  time.  A  list  of 
registered  sex  offenders  and  non-registered 
sex  offenders  in  LEADS  can  be  obtained  for 
community  notification  and  enforcement 
activities  at  any  time. 


Part  2 

REGISTRATION 


Offenders  have  30  days  after  notification  to 
register  with  the  law  enforcement  agency  in 
the  jurisdiction  where  they  reside.  If  the 
offender  resides  within  a  municipality  they 
must  register  with  the  police  department.  If 
the  offender  resides  in  an  unincorporated 
area  within  the  county  the  offender  must 
register  with  the  sheriffs  department.  The 
registering  agency  ensures  that  this 
registration  information  is  entered  into 
LEADS  within  three  days. 

Duties  of  Registrant: 

Offenders  must  re-register  in  person  every 
year  for  10  years  as  follows: 

Probation: 

Ten  years  from  date  of  conviction. 
Incarceration: 

Ten  years  after  their  release, 
discharge  or  parole  from  corrections, 
hospitals  or  mental  health  facilities. 

Offenders  changing  addresses  must  notify 
the  current  agency  of  jurisdiction  in  writing 
of  their  move  within  1 0  days  and  report  to  the 
new  agency  of  jurisdiction  in  person  within 
30  days. 


COMMUNITY  NOTIFICATION 


Notification  Applies  to  Only  Child 
Sex  Offenders 

Mandatory  Notification:  The  Illinois  State 
Police  provides  listings  of  licensed  day  care 
providers  and  schools  to  all  law  enforcement 
agencies.  Law  enforcement  agencies  in  turn 
provide  lists  of  child  sex  offenders  to  these 
entities  in  their  respective  counties. 

Discretionary  Release:  Law  enforcement 
agencies  can  release  sex  offender  information 
to  anyone  likely  to  encounter  a  child  sex 
offender. 

Public  Access:  Individuals  may  obtain 
information  concerning  child  sex  offenders 
at  any  police  agency  in  Illinois  upon  showing 
photo  identification  and  entering  their  name, 
address  and  date  of  birth  upon  a  log 
maintained  by  that  agency.  Each  agency  can 
establish  the  location  and  hours  for  access  to 
the  records  and  may  charge  a  nominal  fee  to 
cover  administrative  costs. 


STATISTICS 


There  have  been  1 1 ,360  sex  offenders 
identified  and  entered  into  LEADS.  Seventy 
percent  of  these  have  been  registered  as  of 
April  14,  1997.  Eighty-six  percent  of  the 
registrants  are  child  sex  offenders. 


ENFORCEMENT 


All  law  enforcement  agencies  are 
aggressively  pursuing  sex  offender  violators. 
Law  enforcement  contact  with  these 
offenders  should  be  documented  with  a 
LEADS  add-on  entry.  The  LEADS  file 
provides  every  law  enforcement  agency  with 
a  suspect  list  when  a  sex  crime  occurs,  and 
the  add-ons  provide  a  means  to  track  sex 
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